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Homeless students have been identified in 
Washington State public schools.  We estimate the 
true number is closer to 37,000. 2 

(1) Office  of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (2011-12 Data); (2) Columbia Legal Services Children & Youth Project; (3) National Center for Homeless Education; (4) Estimate 
includes higher tax contributions and lower social services spending over the lifetime of each student. Calculation based on OSPI and Alliance for Excellent Education data 

27,390
1 

The goal of the Homeless Children Education Act is to improve educational 
outcomes for homeless students by:  

Increase in student homelessness since the 
2005-06 school year. 96%

1 

The Learning Gap: 

Of learning progress lost each time a student 
changes schools, widening the learning gap. 

4-6  
months3 

$3.4 
billion4 

 
•  Tracking data on homeless student educational outcomes and presenting 

the data to the Legislature and Governor on a biannual basis 

 
•  Creating an optional training video for school staff on recognizing the signs 

of homelessness and connecting students with community support 

•  Encouraging each school district’s homeless liaison to attend yearly training 
offered by OSPI on how to identify and serve homeless students 

 
•  Notifying homeless students about existing services available to them 
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Learn more at HomelessChildrenEducationAct.com 

SUPPORT ✔ SB 6074 ✔ HB 2373 



A Statewide Problem: Homeless students occupy all 
corners of the state and 32% are in rural areas.5   
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“I know firsthand when a child experiences homelessness, 
support and stability in school make all the difference.” 

27,390 

Source: OSPI (2011-12 Data) 

“When I became homeless, I was bouncing around from place 
to place and life was about survival. Fortunately, I got the help 
at school I needed to graduate. I was one of the lucky ones.” 

 
 
 

When Brandy’s school found out she was experiencing homelessness, they gave her a coat, 
school supplies, free breakfast and lunch, and put her in touch with people in the community 
who could help.  Brandy credits the support she received at school with getting her through 
high school.  She recently graduated from SPU.  
 

(5) SchoolHouseWA.org, Rural Counties Analysis 

Number of homeless students in school districts across the state 

Join the Washington Coalition for Homeless Youth 
Advocacy (WACHYA), the Committee to End 
Homelessness and the other organizations in 
supporting the Homeless Children Education Act!  

Brandy Sincyr 
Seattle Pacific University 
Class of 2013 

@UW_CAYLAC Facebook.com/uw.caylac Join us online! HomelessChildrenEducationAct.com 


